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MEMO

To: CRusllSiett. MGR Market & Industry Reiauens, Competitions Department
From: Daniel M. Zavadil, Esg., NRA Assistant General Counsel Do
Via: Beb Dowlut, Esg, NRA General Counsel

Subject:  Recent Changes i the faw regarding Importation of Firearms and Ammunition by
Non-mnngrant Visa Holders

Date: February 27, 2002
Per vour request | have rescarched the apphicability of Public Law 105-277 1o foreign:

competitors traveling to the U S to participate in NRA sanctioned shooting events.

[n shert, ALL immigrant visa holders must file a ATF Form 6-- even if they fall
wititiu the exception for shooting competitions. Furtherimore, the alien must obiain U8,
Custom dpproval or waiver prier o attempting 10 import the frcarms or ammunition. Please not

at 1he ATF s Release (e their approval of the ATF Form 6 Application) constitutes U.S.
Custom approval in that they are acting in concert (o process the applicetions.

Ieontacied the ATE and was apprised that the processing time for ATF Form 6 is;
currently about cight (8) to twelve (12) weeks? However, they are atiempting te expedite thoser
epplicans scheduled to attend shooting competitions in the near future. T was advised by the
tmport Department, that if the Competition is schedule within the next 12 weceks, they should
aliach urn tnerary frem the event including & calender of the events--highlighting and noting the
date of the event {or which they need approval,

I'was also acvised that thev recommend the applications should be sent via FedEx or
UPS to: ATF, Attn. FEA IMPORTS, 630 Massachusetts Ave, N.W., Washington D.C.,
20226.4 1 was advised to avold U S, Mail in that the ATF 1s still experiencing significant deiuvs as
2 esull of the Brentwood Post Office Anthrax matter.

From a legal stand point, the ATF has interpreted the recent changes in 27 CER §178 1o
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epplv to all abiens in a nommmigrant classification; not just those that physicaliv possess g
nonimnugrant visa per se. This is imporiant for the fact, there are a number of nomimnugrant
ahiens that fall within vanous categories which classiiy them as nommougrant aliens, but that do
not require them to physicalsy obtain a writien visa. For exampie, Canadien visitors or those
participating n a Visa Warver Program. Thus, under the new changes which went it eTect
Fobruary 19, 2062; even Canadians that do not require a written nonimmigrant visa must stll {ile
an ATF Form 6 secking an exception’

Iwould note that the new changes clearly state that the nonimnugrant alien’s importation
of fircarms and ammurnition prohibition does not apply if the nommnugrant alien s “adnutied e
the United States Tor iawfui hunting or sporting purpoeses or 1s i poessession of a hunting license

bl

or perinit lewfully 1ssued in the Umited States.” “Admitted 1o the United Staies for lawful hunting
or sporting purposes’ 1s defined in 27 C.F.R.§178 117 as

(ay ls enterning the United States to pericipate in a compeiitive iarget shooting
event sponsored by a natonal, State, or local oreanization, devoted 1o the
competitive use or ather sporting use of fircarms; or

(i) Is entering the United States to display fircarms at a sports ar hunting trade
show sponsored by a national. State, or local fircarms trade orgrnizetion, devoted
to compeutive use o7 other sporung use of firearms.

Despiie the fact the law cleardy sets forth the eforementioned exception. the aben must stli file the
ATF Form 6 1o oblamn cocumentation evidencing the fact thev fall within such an exception. In
tact, the Jaw holds that the alien must obtein such approval before the firearm or ammunition mayv
beimpenteds 27 CFR §178.129(0) states “[tThis provision appiies in all cases. whether or not 2 )
Form 6 is needed 1o bring the fircanm or ammunition into the United States.”

[would advise event participants that the ATF Impoenation Department advises that the
ATF Form 6 must be filed in triplicate with at feast one copy containing an original
signirture. The forms can be order frem the ATE or down loaded from the ATF Weh site.
(v atfitreas. gov-Torms 5000 hitm=lirearms) In order 1o gran? the exception they sugeest the
appscants Nie the ATF Form 6 along with a copy of the invitation to attend the event: and a

nighiighied copy of the event itinerary noting the dates and times in which the event is
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calenderedy  Lasthy, T would note the approval is vood for onc vear follewing the date of

Jtrust this helps address vour cencerns. 1 my ofice can be of assistanze in ‘he fuiure

Pledse do nol nesiate 1o coniall us,

The Zollowing is what T learnad by calling BATF ard 1t is intended 10 help anvone who
pree feed Just a b indmideed by e BATE tomm ATE F6 - PAR LT (AR AG \2
_‘_f_J{rZ_, Ihis is the Fobruary 2002 version of tlie A "I LICATION AND PERNIT JOR

[SIPORTATION OF FIREARMS, AVMUNITION ANTD BVIPLENENTS {'J]" WAR
(scary ntle - eh?) The apndcation form is avadlable on (e BATE website,
atpswvwwatfreas pov, I any Canadions ask {or Reip with this fornn they could wse e

fedowing information.

[t omay be osubmined by v along with an invitation fom o match spersoring

orcasization, Hsuhmited by mig! it must be it alicuie.

Filling e the form (s straightiorward up to ftenn <. People not used e £2lling out lorms
mightappreciate some veidence

[ThENS

= MAME AND ADDRESS OF RROKER — levve Flar - vou are bringing the gun wity

yeu




I.h

- APPLICANT'S NAME AND ADDRESS - 1nsent matling address as well as home

address 1f they are different.

NAME AND ADDRESS OF FOREIGN SELLER — leave blunk. You arer’t selling.
NAME AND ADDRESS OF FOREIGN SHIPPER —jeave blank. You're bringing it.
DESCRIPTION OF FIREARMNS AND ANMMUNITION

a0 NAME AND ADDRESS OF MANUFACTURER - example: Winchester — USA.

Street addresses are not reguired.
b TYPE -staightforward — SG=shetgun; Rl=rnifle; Pl=pisiol; RE=revolver.

CALIBER, GAUGE OR SIZE - fill in

)

QUANTITY — fill in

i

¢. UNIT COST — guesstimate 1s OK

f. USMIL CATEGORY -1
a. MODEL = MRS DESIGNATION — exampie: Model 70

h. LENGTIH OF BARREL —in inches

OVERALL LENGTH —in inches

J. SERIAL NO. —enter it — If 1t is Inspected at the border. make sure the number is
b

visible and not udden under a sight base.

kK. NEW OR USED —enter N for new or U for used — most likelv Uised

[MPLEMENTS OF WAR -~ LEAVE THIS SECTION BLANK

ANMMUNITION

a0 NAME AND ADDRESS OF MANUFACTURER — examnle: Winchester — USA.
steet addresses are not requirad. Manufecturer is whatever is marked on the
AMMUuIton.

b, TYPE -straighiforward - Bull, Wadcutter, Shotshzll e,

c. CALIBER. GALGE ORSIZE - fitlin



d. QUANTITY = wotar number of rounds per caliber

UNIT COST - vuesstimare — per rouad or per the entire lot

Ll

t. US MIL CATEGORY — none availakle
. CERTIFICATION OF ORIGEN — Jeave blarnk

100 SPLECITIC PURPOSE OF IMPORTATION — shoating competition or wiatever the
wording 1s on your imvitation or match entry confirmation,

i ARE YOU REGISTERED PURSUANT TO THE ARMS EXDPORT CONTROL

ACT O 1976 — T8 vou are regisiered, you will know it — othenwise, check NO

PLOTESYES™ GIVE REGISTRATION AND EXNPIRATION DATE —leave Blunk

2 SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT = straighitforward, but if vou send tiplicute CUPIES
of tius form by mul, make sure cach copy has a real, not photocopied, slznature,

4. TITLE - leave blank unless vou are nobility or a Prime Minister

—_—
A

DATE - don't forget o pat it in.

20 ke sure that vou submit vour telephone numher, BATE mavowant ta resoive an

fsere with vou over the nhone.
- |

GOOD LUCK!
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APPLICATION AND PERMIT FOR IMPORTATION OF FIREARMS,

AMMUNITION AND IMPLEMENTS OF WAR
NOT FOR USE BY MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES
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